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Dear Senator 
  
With the summer in full swing, I’m guessing many of you will be 
travelling on holiday or simply basking in the warm weather we are now 
finally experiencing.  It is generally a quieter time for Senate activity and 
news but I assure you, there is still much to enjoy and plan for as we 
inch towards the autumn and winter. (really?? 🥶🥶) 
  
Liverpool  
Let’s firstly reflect though on a wonderful Senate event we had in 
Liverpool. Julia Lea worked tirelessly behind the scenes with the 
support of Sara Gledhill to deliver a great weekend in the heart of the 
city. Our hotel base was the Leonardo, close to the centre and was an 
ideal location to explore this city of culture.  
  
On the Friday, we enjoyed a great city open top bus tour around the 
Beatle’s landmarks accompanied by a very funny, guitar playing host, 
Jimmy. We sampled the delights of the Dike Street Market, a great 
venue for eating, drinking and catching up with friends, new and old on 
the Friday evening.  
  
Saturday saw us visit the amazing Liver Building, enjoying a guided tour 
of the historic building. Despite the inclement weather, we also enjoyed 
a canal ride through the city marina with the ferry across the Mersey 
having sadly been cancelled at short notice. Lunch was taken at The 
Old Bank, leaving Saturday afternoon free for attendees to wander the 
city centre, taking in some shopping, whilst others enjoyed a few pints 
and yet more senate friendship. 
  
Our Saturday evening got off to a great if not slightly delayed dinner 
back in our hotel courtesy of the England football team deciding to take 
their quarter final game against Switzerland to the wire and subsequent 
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penalties. With a side tv room provided by the hotel, and some 
delegates switching to live feed on their mobile phones, as we sat down 
at 7.30pm, the time delay between the tv room and mobile phone 
coverage saw joy and ecstasy in one room precede joy and ecstasy in 
the dining room. With penalties suitably dispatched (England finally 
winning through), we could finally take dinner from around 8pm. It was a 
great night though and we enjoyed funny speeches from an array of 
established and newer Senators.  
  
It was a great weekend. I’d decided on asking Julia to make this a much 
less formal weekend which saw many newer and less active Senators 
joining us which vindicated my strategy. I know Graeme will be following 
suit next year blending traditional with more informality. Thank-you to all 
who attended with special thanks to Julia and Sara. 

  

  

Photos from Liverpool 

   

  



  

  

 

  

 

  

Upcoming Senate Events 
  

So now looking ahead.   
  
Cotswolds 27-29th Sept 
Bookings for the Cotswolds weekend (Sept 27-29) are now coming in and 
I would urge anyone planning to come, to get in quick as the hotel rooms 
at the main hotel The No. 4, are limited. Nicola Perkins has put together 
a great weekend and although we are still just under 2 months away, 
please confirm your attendance and registering by accessing the British 
Senate web page. It promises to be a lovely weekend. Link here. 
  
Rotterdam Cruise 5th-9th Dec 
The Rotterdam Cruise (Dec 5-9) is still open for bookings and we have 
something in the order of 45 Senators booked in for this. I am now 
liaising with our Dutch Senate colleagues to ensure we can meet and 
enjoy senate friendship with them on the Saturday of our cruise when 
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we are docked in Rotterdam. Full booking details are available on the 
Senate web page and if you have any queries or a last minute desire to 
join us, please contact either myself or my very capable organiser, 
Sarah. Link here 
  
Drumming Out 16th-19th Jan 2025 
Drumming Out plans are now shaping up nicely with hotel and event 
bookings now open for reservation. This weekend takes place from 
Thursday 16th January 2025 through to Sunday 19th January.  It’s great 
to see so many already taking advantage of the early bird booking 
arrangements which end on 30th Sept this year. You can of course 
book after this, at the standard prices but please get in early. Link here. 
  
International stuff 
On Senate matters international, there is a merry band of 4 taking the 
trip to the Swedish Crayfish Conference next weekend; myself, Mark 
Riddel, David Grainger and Stephen Gill. We’ll report back in my next 
newsletter. It promises to be an excellent event that I’m looking forward 
to, being a first timer Crayfish Conference virgin. 
  
Please also look out for the Swiss Drumming Out between 27-29th 
Nov. As the Chairman term is 2 years in Switzerland, this event only 
takes place every other year and a handful of British Senators have 
already booked for this already too. Again, details are on our webpage. 
Please join us. Link here 

  

  

Merchandise 
  

During the successful Senate Event in Liverpool last month several 
people were keen to order ‘British Senate Merchandise’ for up-and-
coming events. 
  
Please check via the website Merchandise Webpage for your 
requirements then email Stephen Gill 
at merchandise@britishsenate.org.uk with your order.  Also available, 
although currently not yet on the website, is a soft shell jacket and two 
styles of beanie hat (with and without a pom-pom). 
  
As before we can offer free delivery to the forthcoming British 
events.  Deadline for orders of merchandise to be delivered to the 
Cotswolds is 6th September 2024 and deadline for the Rotterdam 
Cruise is 14th November 2024. 

  

  

Other Items 
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The British Senate AGM for 2024 will be taking place via zoom on 
Tuesday 24th September.  In line with our constitution, details of 
this will be circulated via email shortly. 
  
Senate WhatsApp group 
One idea recently submitted to me is the establishment of a British 
Senate WhatsApp group which I think would be a great way to keep 
senators connected and a useful communication platform. I am open to 
suggestions as to how we might run this and whether or not Senators 
want to opt in or out.  It is not intended that this group is a platform for 
responses (otherwise it could get clogged up pretty quickly), but rather a 
means of sharing what’s on through a more accessible medium. Let me 
know your thoughts? 

  

  

And finally..... 
  

    

 

Stop press.....I am pleased to announce that Ollie Hyde, current 
National President of JCI UK was awarded his Senatorship on Saturday 
3rd August at the Stephen Bailey Memorial Train Pub Crawl in 
Barnsley.  Many of you will know he is my nephew and is in his second 
year as National President. He richly deserves his award and when he 



comes to his first Senate event, please do welcome him to our Senate 
family. Congratulations Ollie! 
  
Finally, please enjoy your summer but do please register to the events 
that appeal.  A lot of hard work goes on behind the scenes to make 
events a success but it’s you, our Senate family, that determine the true 
success by supporting our events. 
  
Looking forward to seeing you all very soon, 
  
Kind regards and yours in Senate friendship, 

  

Nick Hawley 
Senator 64299 
British Senate Chairman 2024 
  
chairman@britishsenate.org.uk 

  

  

    

GENERAL DATA PROTECTION REGULATION NOTICE The British 
Senate holds personal data on you, as noted above, on an 
electronic database. This information is, and always will be used 
only for purposes directly connected with managing 
subscriptions, the Newsletter, the British Senate Directory (if 
signed up) and communicating with you on JCI Senate or JCI 
matters. These communications are allowed as Legitimate 
Interest Communications under the General Data Protection 
Regulation. No data is, or ever will be passed to third parties 
without your explicit consent. If you wish to be removed from 
the mailing list please contact the Database Manager 
at database@britishsenate.org.uk or you can unsubscribe using 
the link below. This email was sent by the British Senate 
to bjorn.conradi@outlook.com. If you no longer wish to receive 
our periodic emails please unsubscribe or view/modify 
your preferences/settings. Thank you. 
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